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AGENT GENERAL TO LONDON — HON NORMAN MOORE 

787. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Is this not a case of rewarding 40 years of service to the Liberal Party, 
considering Mr Moore’s complete absence of private sector experience?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

I do not think that the member for Rockingham listened to a word I said. I explained something about the nature 
of the position. The Labor Party may see the position as a purely business posting. If it does, I suggest that it 
misunderstands both the history of that position and how it can be used for the betterment of the state. It is not 
purely a business position. Indeed, it is essentially a diplomatic position. Knowledge of business issues is 
important.  

I hesitate to talk about Hon Norman Moore because a decision has not been made. But if the member wants to 
talk about credentials—they can be government, business, parliamentary or, presumably, from other sectors—
Norman Moore happens to be the Minister for Mines and Petroleum. He probably knows more about the mining 
industry than anyone in Western Australia. I would think that mining and mining investment is pretty important 
in London and Europe. Hon Norman Moore has also been Minister for Education. I think contacts between 
universities and overseas students are pretty important in any position, including in the United Kingdom and 
Europe. Hon Norman Moore has also been Minister for Tourism. I would think that is pretty important. In terms 
of a political qualification, if we like, the member’s experience in mines, education and tourism is pretty damn 
strong. If those in the Labor Party have a view that this position can be filled only by a public servant or a 
businessperson, I think they are wrong. Let me make it very clear that whether Hon Norman Moore or anyone 
else is appointed now or in the future, this government does not preclude members of Parliament or former 
ministers from taking on the position of Agent General. They have access to higher levels of political and 
government contact in Europe than a public servant or businessperson would any day. 
 


